YORK ST JOHN UNIVERSITY

Summary
York St John University is a large HE institution that has
been developing its Apprenticeship offer over the last few
years following the introduction of the Apprenticeship Levy
and the increase in level 5 to 7 Apprenticeships available
to employers.
The University was seeking assurance that the systems
and process it had implemented would meet, and allow it
to adhere to, the apprenticeship funding rules specified by
the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA). These
rules are complex and subject to regular change, and
non-compliance could lead to recovery of funds by the
ESFA.

As one of the few audit firms under contract to the ESFA,
as well as being the University’s incumbent internal
auditor, the University was confident it would get support
and advice from an organisation that was relevant, up to
date and in tune with the ESFA’s current thinking.
Results
Our approach, mirroring that of the ESFA’s prescribed
funding audit approach, enabled us to identify where the
University’s systems and processes could be enhanced.
We were also able to quantify the level of funds ‘at risk’
and offer advice on solutions that would help the
University to ensure it was compliant with the funding
rules both for the current year and going forwards.

Partnering with RSM
RSM were commissioned by York St John University to
review its Apprenticeship provision as they knew we had a
track record of delivering such assurances, both for the
ESFA directly and for other clients. In addition, the
University’s Manager responsible for their Apprenticeship
provision specifically asked for our Apprenticeship funding
specialist, Karl Bentley, to undertake the work. They had
seen Karl delivering an Apprenticeship Audit workshop
where he had demonstrated a clear and detailed
understanding of the funding and data requirements.
RSM has delivered funding and related reviews for the
past 20 years on behalf of both the FE funding bodies and
directly for clients. Our funding assurance reviews for the
ESFA cover both existing providers and those who have
been newly appointed to the Register of Apprenticeship
Training Providers.

“Having decided as an Institution to strategically grow our apprenticeship provision, it was vital to check that our endto-end apprenticeship back-office functionality was fit for purpose and appropriately future proved to comply with
ESFA funding regulations. Alongside this exercise our cross-university capability needed to be fully tested to ensure
that our operating systems and processes could cope with our long-term growth plans. Having commissioned RSM to
undertake the Apprenticeship Audits we were delighted to have Karl Bentley assigned as our Project Manager. Karl
provides an exceptionally high level of professionalism and industry knowledge, this coupled with his exceptional work
ethic and attention to detail has given the university two very high-quality reports
I would question whether both these audits would have been achieved within the available timeframe, to this standard,
without having access to the knowledge and expertise that Karl provided to us. His invaluable experience and insights
have enabled a more robust and scalable provision to be crafted that will keep the apprenticeship portfolio at YSJU
growing for years to come.”

The UK group of companies and LLPs trading as RSM is a member of the RSM network. RSM is the trading name used by the members of the RSM network.
Each member of the RSM network is an independent accounting and consulting firm each of which practises in its own right. The RSM network is not itself a
separate legal entity of any description in any jurisdiction. The RSM network is administered by RSM International Limited, a company registered in England
and Wales (company number 4040598) whose registered office is at 50 Cannon Street, London EC4N 6JJ. The brand and trademark RSM and other
intellectual property rights used by members of the network are owned by RSM International Association, an association governed by article 60 et seq of the
Civil Code of Switzerland whose seat is in Zug.
RSM Corporate Finance LLP, RSM Restructuring Advisory LLP, RSM Risk Assurance Services LLP, RSM Tax and Advisory Services LLP, RSM UK Audit LLP,
RSM UK Consulting LLP, RSM Employer Services Limited, RSM Northern Ireland (UK) Limited and RSM UK Tax and Accounting Limited are not authorised
under the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 but we are able in certain circumstances to offer a limited range of investment services because we are
members of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales. We can provide these investment services if they are an incidental part of the
professional services we have been engaged to provide. RSM Legal LLP is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, reference number
626317, to undertake reserved and non-reserved legal activities. It is not authorised under the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 but is able in certain
circumstances to offer a limited range of investment services because it is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority and may provide
investment services if they are an incidental part of the professional services that it has been engaged to provide. Baker Tilly Creditor Services LLP is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for credit-related regulated activities. RSM & Co (UK) Limited is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority to conduct a range of investment business activities. Before accepting an engagement, contact with the existing accountant will be
made to request information on any matters of which, in the existing accountant’s opinion, the firm needs to be aware before deciding whether to accept the
engagement.
© 2022 RSM UK Group LLP, all rights reserved

